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Abstract

The Interior Design of Traditional

Ghadames House
Analytical, descriptive study

Prepared by:
Nairuz Nezhat Abdulrahman Eliazgi

Supervisor: :

Prof / Fawzi A.B.Al Qaisi

The study focused on the interior design of the traditional Ghadames
home. The researcher approached the study in both descriptive and
analytical way addressing the uniqueness of the Ghadames home which is
famous for its exclusivity. Ghadames is one the oldest historical cities in
the world and is thought to be more than 10,000 years old and was ranked
among the cities of world heritage in 1986. It is important to mention that
Ghadames was opened in the year 42 hijri by Ugba Ben Nafe’ Al-Fihri.

The importance of this research is to shed light on the various factors that
influenced the interior design of the Ghadames home and the study of wall
decorations, document the findings, and explain the significance and
meaning of it as it is affected by the surrounding environment.

Below is how the researcher came about her study:

Chapter one: a short description about the city of Ghadames explaining the
origin of the name, location, desert climate, and a general layout of the old
city of Ghadames which relied on central planning. In addition, this chapter
addressed the factors that influenced such designs and planning; the
researcher addressed the vital facilities within the city that is identified in



the first nucleus of the city Ein El-Faras, the site of deep well that gave
birth to the creation myth of Ghadames

Chapter two: this chapter dealt with the traditional Ghadames house and the
factors that affected the construction method. It also discussed an accurate
description of the interior design, materials and techniques used in
construction and its availability in the surrounding environment which gave
the compatibility and harmony between nature and architecture thus
classifying the Ghadames architecture as organic architecture. Furthermore,
the chapter touched base on the structural system, natural lighting,
ventilation, households and furnishing.

Chapter three: the third chapter shed light on art decor in the traditional
Ghadames house and the advantages these decorations core elements. It
also touched the materials and colors used especially the colors used in
decorations. The researcher concluded her study by geometrical analysis
based on horizontal ratios, wall decorations and room doors.

The research concludes that the old city of Ghadames was built based on
divided tribe that ended in Ghadames buildings using dead end streets
leading to the main structure of the old mosque which is the oldest structure
in the old city. The base foundation of this city was based on the
architecture of large islamic cities represented in the green areas
surrounding the city walls and the central planning adopted in the general
planning.

The researcher recommends the preservation of this historic city of cultural
legacy requires protection, restoration and maintenance. The restoration
must follow a precise scientific accuracy preserving the heritage and
authenticity of the site. The researcher also recommends to speed up the
communication with international organizations concerned with heritage
preservation in accordance with the international treaties ratified by Libya.
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